

aPvl uch adoe 

Beleeue itbcUct then reportingly. exit. 

£nter Prince, f lauctio : fBenedic [e.and Leonato. 

'Prince 1 doe hut flay til your manage be confummate,and 
then go I toward Arragon. 

Claud, lie bring you thither my lord, ifyoule vouchfafe 

e. 

Prince Nay that would be as great a foyle in the new gloffe 
of your marriage , as to fhew a child his new coate and forbid 
him to weare'it,! wil only be bold with Benedick for his com- 
pany , for from the crowne of his head, to the foie of his foot, 
he is al mirth, he hath twice or thrice cut Cupides bow- firing, 
and the little hang-man dare not ihoot at him, he hath a heart 
as found as a bell, and his tongue is the clapper, for what his 
heart thinkes,his tongue fpeakes. 

Bene. Gallants, I am not as I liaue bin. 

Leo. So fay I, me thinkes you are ladder . 

( lau. I hope he be in loue . 

Prince Hang him truant, theres no true drop of blond in 
him to be truly toucht with loue, if he be fadde,he wantes mo- 
ney. 

'Bene. I haue the tooth-ach. 

Prince Draw it. 

Bene. Hang it. 

Clast. You mufthangit hid, and draw it afterwards. 

Prince What?figh for the tooth-ach, 

Leon. Where is but a humour or a worme. 

Bene. Wei, eucry one cannot mailer a griefe , hut he that 
has it. 

Clau. Yet fay I,he-is in loue. 

Prince There is no appeerance offancie in him , vnlellc it 
be a fancy that he hath to flrange difguifes , as to be a Dutch- 
man to day, a French. man to morrow, or in the fhapeoftwo 
countries at once , as a Germaine from the wafledownward, 
all flops, and a Spaniard from the hip vpward,ro dublet: vn- 
lefle he haue a fancie to this foolery , as it appeares he hath, 
he is no foole for fancy , as you would haue it appeare he 
is. 
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Hast. If he be not in loue with fome woman, there is no be- 
lceuing old fignes, a brufhes his hat a mornings, what fhoulcl 

that bode? . 

Prince Hatli any man feene him at the barbers? 

Clau. No, but the barbers man hath bin feene with him, 
and the oldc ornament of his cheeke hath already flufft tennis 

Leon: Indeed he lookesyonger than he did, by thelofleof 
a beard. 

Prince Nay a rubs himfelfe wi th ciuit , can you fmell him 

out by that? . 

dance. Thats as much as to fay , the fweete youths s in 

loue. 

Bene. The greateft note of it is his melancholy. 

Claud. And when was hewoont to walb his face? 

Prince Y ea or to paint himfelfe? for the which 1 heare what 
they fav of him. 

Claud. Nay but his iefting fpirit, which is now crept into a 
lute- ftring,and now gouernd by flops. 

Prince "indeed that tells a heauy tale for him:conclude,con- 
cludcjieisin loue. 

Claud. Nay but I know who loues him. 

Prince That would I know too, I warrant one that knows 
him not. 

Claud. Yes, and his ill conditions, and in difpigbt ofal, dies 
for him. 

Prince She (ball be buried with her face vpwards. 

Bene. Yet is this no charme for the tooth-akc , old fignior, 
walke afideWith me, I haue fludied eight or nine wife wordes 
to fpeaketo you, which thefe hobby-horfes mull not heare. 
Prince For my life to breake with him about Beatrice. 
Claud.. Tiseuenfb, Hero and Margaret haue by this play- 
ed their parts with Beatrice , and then the two beares wdl not 
bite one another when they mecte. 

Enter lobn the Bajlard. 

Baflard My lord and brother,God fauc you. 

Prince Good den brother. 

E 1 Baflard 




1,1 


I 




I® 

I' * | 

lit 


william Shakespeare Much Ado About Nothing (stc 22304) london,i6oo the British library (C.i2.g.2g) Octavo 


